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Abstract : The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound impact on the global economy, with the 

agricultural sector particularly vulnerable. In Malaysia, farmer organizations and individual 

farmers face major challenges during this unprecedented crisis. The main aim of the study was to 

identify the difficulties and barriers farmers and individual farmers face in organizing during the 

Covid-19 pandemic, and the mechanisms governments have put in place to protect these vital 

pillars of agriculture during the pandemic. Drawing on existing literature and previous research, 

the study reveals Malaysia's unique perspective and provides insights into the government's 

response compared to other countries. The findings not only contribute to understanding farm 

conservation in times of crisis, but also provide valuable recommendations for policymakers and 

stakeholders to improve support mechanisms for farmers facing future challenges.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Coronavirus disease 2019 is a new pandemic (COVID-19) that the world is currently fighting. Clearly, 

COVID-19 is having a major impact on the global economy. Overall, recessions and recessions adversely 

affect people in a number of ways, including higher food prices, reduced purchasing power, increased risk 

of unemployment, and greater demand for government assistance (Suryantini, Anjani, Fadhliani, & 

Taryono, 2021). ). Recognizing the magnitude of the problem, countries have made special efforts to 

combat the epidemic, often using non-drug methods such as social distancing and self-distancing. Most 

countries have also imposed trade and travel restrictions to prevent the spread of the virus. The overall fight 

against the epidemic has had a major impact on key economic sectors such as agriculture. According to 

(Shaharudin, A, 2020), the agricultural industry has not been immune to the impacts of the Covid-19 

pandemic. It is evident that the sector is facing challenges arising from disruptions in the global supply 
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chain and a decrease in bulk demand, especially from the tourism and hospitality industry. Agriculture plays 

a crucial role in supporting human development and ensuring food security. The objective of this review is 

to comprehensively assess the various impacts of the global epidemic COVID-19 on agriculture and food 

(Khan, 2021). A study by (Davila et al., 2021) highlights that COVID-19 has had significant effects on 

global food systems, affecting agricultural production, food availability, and accessibility (Erinle et al., 

2021). In Malaysia, the implementation of the Movement Control Order (MCO) has had an impact on 

agricultural activity. The effects of MCO on supply and demand for food have directly affected both food 

security and the food supply chain. Additionally, changes in consumer behavior and the ability to produce 

and deliver food have also indirectly impacted the sector. During the initial days of the MCO, local farmers 

faced difficulties in selling their produce, leading to instances of dumping. Some farmers resorted to using 

social media to market their goods, while others had to give away or dispose of their unsold products (Adam, 

2020). These circumstances reflect the complexities and challenges faced by the agricultural industry during 

the ongoing pandemic. 

 

Therefore, various strategies have been developed by governments, businesses, and communities involved 

in food systems to mitigate and adapt to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. The agriculture 

industry is particularly vulnerable due to the need for a secure food supply (Štreimikienė et al., 2021). 

Governments play a crucial role in restoring robust growth, and this paper aims to review the efforts of the 

Farmers Organization Authority (FOA), an agency under the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 

(MAFI), in revitalizing economic growth, especially in the agriculture sector, during the COVID-19 

pandemic to ensure continuous food security and consistent farmers' income. 

 

Figure 1 : The Covid-19 dynamics that undermined nutrition and food security 

Sources : (FAO & WFP, 2020) 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Covid-19 In Malaysia 

The outbreak of a new coronavirus known as 2019-nCoV has triggered a global pandemic, causing the 

disease COVID-19. This pandemic, caused by the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, has become a severe 

global health crisis, challenging nations worldwide to combat its rapid spread and devastating 

consequences. The first case of the coronavirus was reported in December 2019 in Wuhan, China, a major 

transportation hub. In response to the spread of COVID-19, many countries closed their borders and 

imposed restrictions on import and export activities. China's role as the primary distributor of raw materials 

had a global impact on manufacturing activities due to lockdowns (Agrawal, Jamwal, & Gupta, 2020). The 
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highly contagious nature and long incubation period of the virus led many governments to implement 

lockdowns and social distancing measures, making them the new norm in most societies. COVID-19 

quickly spread to nearly every country within a few months. Malaysia, like many other nations, had to 

navigate through a series of challenges presented by the pandemic since its first reported case in early 2020. 

The pandemic's impact has affected various aspects of Malaysian society and the economy.  

 

 As reported by (Rahman, Jasmin, & Schmillen, 2020), Malaysia has been adversely affected by COVID-

19 and the subsequent mobility restrictions implemented to control the pandemic's spread. The dynamic 

nature of the pandemic has required continuous adaptation of public health policies to address the evolving 

situation, highlighting the importance of a flexible and comprehensive response. The healthcare system 

faced unprecedented demands, necessitating a surge in medical resources, testing capacities, and healthcare 

personnel (Chong et al., 2021). Vulnerable populations, including low-income households, marginalized 

communities, and front-line healthcare workers, have been particularly impacted by the pandemic's effects 

(Yahya et al., 2021). With 35,425 confirmed cases and 271 deaths as of November 4, 2020, the crisis has 

taken a significant toll on Malaysia's health and human resources, with many Malaysians facing economic 

hardships and limited opportunities. In response to the first reported case in January 2020, the government 

initiated contact tracing, quarantine procedures for returning visitors, and a travel ban for Chinese visitors. 

On March 18, 2020, Malaysia implemented the Movement Control Order (MCO) when the number of 

COVID-19 cases was still below 800. The MCO has been extended several times, with the most recent 

phase, the Recovery MCO (RMCO), set to end on August 31, 2020 (Waiho et al., 2020). COVID-19 has 

not only presented significant health challenges but has also deeply impacted Malaysia's social and 

economic landscape. Daily life, educational institutions, businesses, and industries have been disrupted due 

to restrictions and containment measures (Department of Statistics Malaysia, 2020). Consequently, 

Malaysia experienced fluctuations in economic growth, rising unemployment rates, and disruptions to 

global supply chains. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 : Malaysian Movement Control Order Phase 

Agriculture Sector Affected Due Covid 19 In Malaysia 

The emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic in late 2019 has posed unprecedented global challenges and 

disruptions (WHO, 2020). Governments worldwide swiftly implemented stringent measures, including 

border restrictions, movement controls, and non-essential business closures, in an effort to curb the virus's 

transmission (Hale et al., 2020). These measures have had far-reaching consequences across various sectors, 

leading to significant imbalances in the global economy. One such sector profoundly affected is agriculture, 

a crucial pillar of Malaysia's economy and a source of livelihood for millions of citizens (Department of 

Statistics Malaysia, 2020).Amidst the uncertainties brought about by the pandemic, Malaysia's diverse 

agricultural landscape encountered multifaceted challenges in sustaining its activities. Movement 

restrictions limited workforce mobility, and the closure of service industries disrupted supply chains, posing 

formidable obstacles for the agriculture sector to maintain production levels and meet the nation's food 

demands (The Star, 2020). Furthermore, farmers faced significant socio-economic implications, 

experiencing reduced farm productivity, income loss, heightened financial burdens, and operational 

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 

Movement Control 

Order (18 March 2020 

– 3 may 2020) 

Conditional Movement 

Control Order (4 May 

2020 – 9 June 2020) 

Recovery Movement 

Order (10 June 2020 – 31 

March 2021) 
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uncertainties (Ismail et al., 2021). The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the food supply chain has 

been both direct and indirect, as changes in consumer behavior and disruptions in food production and 

distribution have added to the challenges faced by the agriculture sector (Vaghefi, 2020). Vulnerable and 

underprivileged members of society have been particularly hard-hit by these disruptions. 

 

Agriculture and food were identified as highly vulnerable sectors in Malaysia during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The entire production process, from the farm to the end consumer, was affected, creating 

disruptions in food production systems and the food value chain. These negative impacts on food supply 

and demand raised concerns about national food security (Dosm, 2022). The implementation of lockdowns 

and social distancing measures in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic led to widespread disruptions in 

agricultural operations worldwide, especially impacting smallholders and those with limited resources 

(Aday & Aday, 2020). Analyzing the food supply chain, it became evident that COVID-19 affected the 

entire process, starting from the field and ending with the consumers. Various challenges emerged in the 

food supply chain, affecting food production, processing, distribution, and demand. The pandemic resulted 

in limitations in labor migration, reduced consumer demand, closures of food manufacturing facilities, and 

changes in food trade regulations. The far-reaching impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic were evident 

throughout the food system, affecting primary supply, processing, trade, logistical networks, demand at 

intermediate and ultimate levels, as well as labor and capital markets (Mulligan, 2021). Macroeconomic 

variables, including currency rate fluctuations, energy and credit markets, and changes in unemployment 

rates and economic activity, further influenced the demand for food and agricultural products. 

 

Disruption of Food Supply Chain Due Covid-19 

In the past decade, Malaysia's food supply has relied on a combination of domestic production and imports, 

ensuring sufficient availability. However, the outbreak of COVID-19 has caused disruptions in the food 

supply chain due to the implementation of the Movement Control Order (MCO) as a preventive measure 

against the transmission of the virus (Chin, 2020).Food supply chain disruptions are defined as significant 

breakdowns in the flow of products or services from production to the end consumer (Reddy, Singh & 

Anbunozh, 2016). The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) also highlights how the pandemic could 

lead to significant disruptions in marketing, logistics, and trading systems, potentially resulting in food 

shortages in certain areas (FAO, 2020). The COVID-19 pandemic has completely disrupted the complex 

food supply chain, encompassing producers, collectors, processors, storage, consumers, agriculture, 

distribution, inputs, as well as logistics and marketing. As many countries imposed restrictions on the 

movement of goods and people across borders and within regions, food supply networks faced considerable 

strain from the onset of the crisis. 

 

According to (Mohd Ali et al., 2022), the Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on Malaysia, 

leading to a slowdown in economic activities across various sectors, especially in agriculture. Local farmers 

faced challenges during the MCO as several support industries, including retail, transportation, and food 

services, were forced to close, resulting in the disposal of agricultural products. The agricultural supply 

chain was also disrupted due to shortages of inputs and labor constraints. Inadequate food storage facilities 

further exacerbated the issue, while panic buying during the MCO increased the community's demand for 

food. The problem was not necessarily a lack of food, but rather restricted access to it. The agriculture 

industry also faced disruptions and challenges during the lockdown, as highlighted by (Paramita Sahoo & 

Rath, 2020). The scarcity of migrant laborers negatively affected harvesting and pre-sowing efforts, 

particularly for crops like vegetables and commodities. Supply chains were also impacted due to 

transportation difficulties and the disruption of the chain between middlemen. These factors contributed to 

the overall disruption of agricultural activities and supply chains during the lockdown. 

 

Disruption of Food Security Due To Covid-19 

Food security relies on the continuous availability and accessibility of adequate and nutritious food, which 

are vital components for a population's well-being. Food insecurity can arise due to factors like a decrease 
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in global trade, disruptions in the food supply chain, or changes in food production. Ensuring food security 

involves maintaining a steady food supply, even during extreme weather events and pandemics like 

earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions, tornadoes, and the COVID-19 pandemic (Chin, 2020). Chin (2020) 

further highlights that before the lockdown, the majority of the population in Malaysia did not perceive 

food availability and access as problematic. However, the COVID-19 pandemic served as a wake-up call, 

revealing the vulnerabilities in food accessibility and availability in the country. The implementation of the 

MCO posed a threat to food security and the agriculture sector in Malaysia. 

 

For instance, the FAO (2020) points out that without adequate data and tools, governments struggle to make 

timely decisions and support the most vulnerable when it comes to managing the food system. The 

pandemic's impact can lead to fluctuations in food supply and demand, potentially causing shortages and 

price increases. As the situation worsens, ensuring food distribution becomes more challenging. Therefore, 

it is essential for decision-makers to recognize the significance of this situation and devise plans to address 

similar shocks in the future (Chin, 2020). 

 

Farmers Organization Authority (FOA) 

The Farmers' Organization Authority (FOA) was established on 14 February 1973 through the enactment 

of Act 110. Its primary responsibility is to register, regulate, and supervise the economic development and 

progress of the farming community. On 13 August 1973, Prime Minister YAB Tun Haji Abdul Razak Bin 

Hussein officially launched FOA at the Dewan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Jalan Ampang, Kuala Lumpur. 

Subsequently, on April 27, 1973, all Farmers' Organizations were registered under the Farmers' 

Organization Act 1973 (Act 109). Starting from November 1, 1973, FOA embarked on a mission to unify 

all levels of Farmers' Associations and Agro-based Cooperatives at the district, state, and national levels, 

bringing them together under the Farmers' Organization movement (FOs). The functions of FOA are 

defined in subsection 4 (1) of the FOA Act 1973 (Act 110). Among its main responsibilities are:  

 

• To promote, intensify, facilitate, and undertake economic and social development of Farmers' 

Organizations (FO);  

• To register, control, and supervise Farmers' Organizations (FO) and make allocations for matters related 

thereto;  

• Where a declaration by notification has been made under Section 10, to plan and undertake any 

agricultural works in farmers' development areas; and  

• To control and coordinate the implementation of the Farmers' Organizations (FO). 

 

 

EFFORTS BY FARMERS ORGANIZATION AUTHORITY (FOA) TO SUSTAINABLE OF FOOD 

SUPPLY AND FOOD SECURITY DUE COVID-19 

The implementation of the Movement Control Order (MCO) in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 

resulted in disruptions to the distribution and marketing of agricultural produce. This has significantly 

impacted operators in the agricultural sector and the food industry, especially in rural areas, due to 

movement restrictions and economic closures throughout Malaysia. Small traders, such as daily income 

agricultural entrepreneurs, have been particularly affected, experiencing challenges related to manpower 

shortage, declining cash reserves, and support sector closures (Dzulkifli 2020; Aling 2020). To address 

these issues and ensure the sustainability of the food supply and food security, the government has 

introduced several programs targeted at the agriculture industry. These initiatives involve funding injections 

for short-term agricultural projects and infrastructural development, with a focus on aiding small and 

medium enterprises (SMEs), low-income earners, farmers, fishers, livestock owners, and sector employees 

(Shaharudin, A, 2020). In response to the COVID-19 pandemic's impact on farmers, agropreneurs, and 

Farmer Organizations, the Farmers Organization Authority (FOA), an agency under the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI), has taken proactive measures. Several programs have been 

implemented to support small and medium-scale farmers, including the Controlled Fresh Market, Economic 
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Stimulus Package, Food Security Fund 2021, B40 Group Income Enhancement Program, Agriprentice 

Program, and Rise-up Program. These efforts aim to boost the economy and well-being of those affected 

by the pandemic and ensure a sustainable food supply chain and food security. 

 

Controlled Fresh Market  

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI), the Controlled Fresh Market 

serves as a sales center for fresh goods and agricultural products, operating through government agencies, 

including the Farmers Organization Authority (FOA), Federal Agricultural Marketing Authority (FAMA), 

and Malaysian Fisheries Development Authority (LKIM). This market operates throughout the duration of 

the Movement Control Order (MCO) implemented nationwide. The Farmers Organization Authority (FOA) 

has established 162 Peladang Outlets (PO), previously known as Agricultural Product Collection Centers, 

which act as hubs for the collection, marketing, and distribution of agricultural products on behalf of 

farmers. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 72 out of the 162 Peladang Outlets were gradually activated, 

known as Controlled Fresh Markets. Among these, 42 Peladang Outlets were involved in the Controlled 

Fresh Market PHASE 1 activation during Movement Control Order (MCO) 1.0 (March 18 to August 31, 

2020), resulting in sales amounting to RM24.7 million from walk-in and online transactions. Similarly, the 

Controlled Fresh Market PHASE 2, which involved 30 Peladang Outlets and was in operation during 

Movement Control Order (MCO) 3.0 (1 June to 31 August 2021), generated sales of RM7.9 million through 

walk-in and online transactions. The Controlled Fresh Market offers various fresh goods and agricultural 

products, including vegetables, fruits, groceries, agro-based industrial products (IAT), as well as wet goods 

like chicken, meat, and seafood. The establishment of the Controlled Fresh Market has effectively addressed 

issues like the disposal of unsellable agricultural products and reduced the dependence on intermediaries. 

Moreover, it ensures a steady and dependable food supply, making fresh agricultural produce available to 

the public at affordable prices while generating entrepreneurial income. Additionally, the market has 

contributed to domestic economic growth, particularly in the small and medium enterprise sector, and 

enhanced the efficiency of the food supply value chain. 

  

  

  

 

  

     Producing              Control  Fresh Market   Consumer 

Figure 3 : Supply Chain of Control Fresh Market implemented by Area Farmers Organization  during 

Movement Control Order (MCO) 

 

Economic Stimulus Package 

In response to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Malaysian government implemented economic stimulus packages 

to alleviate the financial strain faced by individuals and businesses. The main objectives of these stimulus 

plans are to protect the nation, assist businesses, and boost the overall economy (Menhat, Munirah, Zaideen, 

& Yusuf, 2020). As part of the Economic Stimulus Package, the Farmers Organization Authority (FOA) 

introduced a specific program to ease the burden on farmers involved in activities such as agriculture, 

livestock, fisheries, and aquaculture, which were affected by the Movement Control Order. The aim of these 

initiatives was twofold: to ensure a secure and ample food supply and to support the continuous operation 
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of the nation's food supply chain during this challenging period. Three programs were carried out with these 

goals in mind. 

 

Upgrading and Extending the Life of Existing Mechanization Program 

The purpose of this program is to extend the operational life of machinery such as tractors and harvesters, 

which are currently 10 years old, by an additional three (3) to five (5) years. By doing so, these machines 

can continue to offer valuable services to farmers, particularly in the paddy sector. 

   

 

 

 

 

Figure  4 :  Program To Upgrade And Extend The Life Of Existing Farm Mechanisms of State Farmers 

Organization of Perlis, Malaysia 

 

Farmers Organization Agro -Food Project Special Fund Program 

In addition, the Farmers Organization Authority (FOA) has initiated short-term agro-food projects 

encompassing the cultivation of vegetables, fruits, livestock, and aquaculture. These projects are designed 

to yield results within a span of 3 to 6 months and are facilitated through the Economic Stimulus Package 

Program - Caring People Year 2020: Farmers Organization Agro-Food Project Special Fund. 

   

    

  

  

  

 

 Figure  5 :  Mushroom Project of Agroprenuer under Agro-Food Special Fund Program 

Foodstuff Mobilization and Logistics Improvement Program 

The main objective of the program is to furnish and enhance facilities in business logistics centers, including 

collection and transportation capabilities, as well as providing machinery and equipment. This initiative 

encompasses 62 Farmers' Organizations, which will serve as providers of transportation services, 

collection, and marketing of agricultural products for their members, farmers' entrepreneurs, and other 

agricultural producers, facilitating the supply chain to reach end users, supermarkets, and public markets. 
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Figure  6 :  Upgrade facilities of  Peladang Outlet 

Food Guarantee Fund 2021  

The COVID-19 pandemic has had devastating effects on the global economy, both directly and indirectly, 

due to the measures taken to control its spread. Additionally, the food and agriculture industry is 

experiencing the impacts of climate change. In developing economies and regions, the pandemic's 

disruption of the agricultural commodity supply chain has severely affected small-scale farmers, 

exacerbating their existing challenges. Despite the crisis posed by COVID-19, technology has the potential 

to assist vulnerable farmers in coping with their difficulties (Quayson, Bai, & Osei, 2020). To support the 

agro-food sector and enable continuous farming during the pandemic, the Farmers Organization Authority 

(FOA) has undertaken two projects under the Food Security Fund 2021 plan. These projects aim to alleviate 

the burdens and enhance the income of farmers and agropreneurs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure  7 :  Crop Project of Agroprenuer under Special Fund Program 

The Organic Agriculture Project  

The target of this project is to involve 1,423 agropreneurs and farmer members in 460 community projects. 

One of the initiatives funded by the Budget 2021's Food Security Fund and overseen by the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI) is the Organic Agriculture Project. Through the adoption of 

environmentally-friendly organic farming practices, this initiative aims to improve agricultural operations 

and promote the production of sufficient, high-quality, and safe food. The project includes various activities 

such as crop planting, animal breeding, and aquaculture, along with preliminary work, site preparation, 

infrastructure facilities, equipment and machinery acquisition, as well as product development and 

marketing (Budget, 2021). 
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Figure  8 :  Project of Rabbit Breeding of Agroprenuers under Area Farmers Organization of Kuala 

Selangor, Selangor 

 

Project of E-Satellite Farm  

The government has allocated RM10 million in matching grants, providing up to RM30,000 for each Area 

Farmers' Organization and individual farmer to acquire Internet of Things (IoT) - based agricultural devices 

like drones and artificial intelligence (AI) applications. This program aims to engage 333 Farmers 

Organizations and farmer members. The adoption of Internet of Things (IoT) solutions is intended to assist 

farmers in closing the supply-demand gap, leading to increased yields, financial gains, and environmental 

preservation. Precision agriculture involves leveraging Internet of Things (IoT) technology to ensure 

optimal resource utilization, resulting in higher crop yields and reduced operational expenses. Internet of 

Things (IoT) technologies for agriculture encompass specialized machinery, wireless connectivity, 

software, and Information Technology (IT) services. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9 :  e- Satelite Farm Project of agroprenuer under Area Farmers Organization of Kuala Langat, 

Selangor 

 

B40 Income Increase Program 

In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the Malaysian government implemented the Movement Control 

Order (MCO), which is expected to have significant effects on national revenues and economic 

development in 2020, according to Bank Negara Malaysia's estimates. Particularly, the low-income 

households comprising the bottom 40% (B40) of the population are experiencing pronounced impacts at 

both the macro and micro levels due to the MCO's implementation (Thinagar, Nurul, Roslan, Ismail, & 

Chamhuri, 2021). 

 

To address these challenges, the B40 Group Income Enhancement Program was introduced, aiming to 

incentivize B40 group members to engage in cash crop activities and increase their income. Phases 1, 2, 

and 4 of the program's allocation have been executed with the cooperation of 946 members of the Area 

Farmers Organization (AFO). Additionally, 26 Farmers' Organizations participated in the distribution for 

Phase 3, facilitating direct marketing of fresh agricultural produce to the public at reasonable prices and 

improved efficiency. 
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Figure 10 :  B40 Income Increase Program by agroprenuer under Area Farmers Organization of Labuan, 

Wilayah Persekutuan of Labuan 

 

Farmer Entrepreneur Empowerment Program (Rise-UP) and Agriprentice Program 

The COVID-19 pandemic significantly affected agri-food entrepreneurship, particularly 

concerning food security and sufficiency. Governments worldwide imposed restrictions on the 

movement of people, goods, and services within the global food supply chain to curb the spread 

of the disease (Mishra et al., 2021). Despite the challenges posed by the pandemic, it also presented 

opportunities for entrepreneurship in the agrifood sector. As a result, agrifood entrepreneurship 

underwent a transformation, embracing digitization, innovative thinking, and novel market 

solutions. 

 

To harness these opportunities and empower farmer/agropreneurs in terms of production and 

processing/services capable of delivering high-quality and competitive goods or services, two new 

programs were introduced. Additionally, the development of young entrepreneurs was facilitated 

through selected group project management and mentorship programs. 

 
Farmer Entrepreneur Empowerment Program (Rise-UP) 

The program operates as a 50:50 matching grant initiative, providing a minimum amount of RM50,000.00 

to RM100,000.00 for farmer entrepreneurs and up to RM20,000.00 for Women Farmers. In 2021, the 

program includes 37 farmer entrepreneurs and 24 women farmers, empowering them to expand their 

existing economic projects into large-scale endeavors. The goal is to significantly increase the income of 

nearly 80% of the entrepreneurs involved, aiming for an average of RM5,000.00 per month by the year 

2025. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11 : Sauce Processing Project by Women Entrepreneur under Rise Up Program of Area Farmers 

Organization of Pulai Chondong, Kelantan 
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Agriprentice Program 

The program is structured as an all-inclusive grant initiative, providing a maximum amount of RM20,000 

to each participant. In 2021, the program involves 50 aspiring entrepreneurs (mentees) who will undertake 

agro-food projects under the guidance of experienced entrepreneurs. The main goal of this initiative is to 

nurture the growth of fresh entrepreneurs in the agro-food sector, with an emphasis on enhancing production 

and marketing capabilities through project replication facilitated by group management. 

 

 

 

 

        

       MENTOR  PROTEGE 

      

Figure 12 : Agriprentice Program – Crop Project by agroprenuer under Area Farmers Organization of 

Bachok, Kelantan 

 

CONCLUSION 

This study provides an overview of the impact of COVID-19 on Malaysia's agriculture sector, 

which is a crucial contributor to the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The new normal 

era has presented several challenges for the agriculture industry, affecting both the global and local 

economies. In response, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI) has collaborated 

with various agencies to devise policies and incentives aimed at mitigating the disruptions and 

losses caused by the pandemic. During this period, it is essential to give special attention to the 

agriculture sector to ensure food security and support all stakeholders facing economic hardships. 

To address these challenges, the government, in conjunction with organizations like the Farmers 

Organization Authority (FOA), has introduced a range of initiatives. These initiatives target not 

only the agriculture sector but also encompass farmers, Farmer's Organizations, small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs), agropreneurs, and the public, with the goal of revitalizing the economy and 

promoting self-sufficiency. 

 

 

REFERENCES 

Adam Firouz. 2020a. Covid-19: Are All Workers Equally Protected? A Case of the Self-Employed. In 

Views, Khazanah Research Institute. http://www.krinstitute.org/Views-@-Covid-19-

;_Are_All_Workers_Equally_Protected%5E_A_Case_of_the_Self-Employed.aspx. 

Aday, S., & Aday, M. S. (2020). Impact of COVID-19 on the food supply chain. Food Quality and Safety, 

4(4), 167–180. https://doi.org/10.1093/fqsafe/fyaa024 

Agrawal, S., Jamwal, A., & Gupta, S. (2020). Effect of COVID-19 on the Indian Economy and Supply 

Chain. Preprints, (May), 1–13. https://doi.org/10.20944/preprints202005.0148.v1 

Aling, Y. D. (2020, Mac 18). Bantu kami – Penjaja, MyMetro. 

https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2020/03/555848/bantu-kami-penjaja. 



Journal of Global Business and Social Entrepreneurship (GBSE)  
 Vol. 9: No. 27 (Jun 2023) page 20-32 | www.gbse.my | eISSN : 24621714 

 

31 
 

Azam-Ali, S. N., Latham, P. S., & O'Reilly, P. (2020). Food security and COVID-19: Rapid assessment of 

impact in Malaysia and policy responses. Global Food Security, 26, 100410. 

Budget (2021) Organic Agriculture Project. (n.d.). Retrieved July 24, 2022, from  

https://belanjawan2021.treasury.gov.my/manfaat/index.php/en/organicfarm-en 

 

Chin, C. (2020). The impact of food suppy chain (Snyder & Shen, 2019). Journal of Agriculture, Food 

Systems, and Community Development, 9(4), 161–163. Retrieved from 

https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/858 

Chari, F., Muzinda, O., Novukela, C., & Ngcamu, B. S. (2022). Pandemic outbreaks and food supply chains 

in developing countries: A case of COVID-19 in Zimbabwe. Cogent Business and Management, 9(1). 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23311975.2022.2026188 

Chong, Y. L., Ibrahim, N., Sulaiman, N. H., & Chinna, K. (2021). COVID-19 pandemic in Malaysia: Stress 

and coping strategies among the public and healthcare professionals. Asian Journal of Psychiatry, 58, 

102559. 

Davila, F., Bourke, R. M., McWilliam, A., Crimp, S., Robins, L., van Wensveen, M., … Butler, J. R. A. 

(2021). COVID-19 and food systems in Pacific Island Countries, Papua New Guinea, and Timor-

Leste: Opportunities for actions towards the sustainable development goals. Agricultural Systems, 

191, 103137. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2021.103137 

Department of Statistics Malaysia. (2020). Agriculture Performance 2020 Report. Retrieved from 

https://www.dosm.gov.my/v1/index.php?r=column/cthemeByCat&cat=120&bul_id=MWU0RUdaS

GN2MlZkWm1TMnBhTTNPUT09&menu_id=amVoWU54UTl0a21NWmdkRFB4T3lPQT09 

Dzulkifli, I. (2020, Mac 23). PKP: Peniaga kecil rayu bantuan kerajaan. Daily Express. 

http://www.dailyexpress.com.my/news/149339/pkp-peniaga-kecil-rayu-bantuan 

Erinle, K. O., Ogwu, M. C., Evivie, S. E., Zaheer, M. S., Ogunyemi, S. O., & Adeniran, S. O. (2021). 

Impacts of COVID-19 on agriculture and food security in developing countries: Potential mitigation 

strategies. CAB Reviews: Perspectives in Agriculture, Veterinary Science, Nutrition and Natural 

Resources, 16(March). https://doi.org/10.1079/PAVSNNR202116016 

FAO & WFP. (2020). Impacts of COVID-19 on food security and nutrition: developing effective policy 

responses to address the hunger and malnutrition pandemic. HLPE Issues Paper, (September), 1–24. 

Retrieved from https://doi.org/10.4060/cb1000en%0Awww.fao.org/cfs/cfs-hlpe 

Food and Agriculture Organization (2020). Impacts of coronavirus on food security and nutrition in Asia 

and the Pacific: Building more resilient food systems. Retrieved from 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca9473en/CA9473EN.pdf 

Food and Agriculture Organization, 2020. Addressing the Impacts of COVID-19 in Food Crises | April–

December 2020: FAO's Component of the Global COVID-19 Humanitarian Re- sponse Plan. 

https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8497en. 

Hale, T., Angrist, N., Goldszmidt, R., Kira, B., Petherick, A., Phillips, T., Webster, S., & Cameron-Blake, 

E. (2020). A global panel database of pandemic policies (Oxford COVID-19 Government Response 

Tracker). Nature Human Behaviour, 5(4), 529-538. 

Impak, C.-D. A. N., Makanan, T., Pertanian, D. A. N., & Dan, G. (2022). DOSM_BPPAS_2_2022_Series 

44_compressed (1), (akhir 2018), 2018–2021. 

Ismail, S. H., Ibrahim, S. S., & Sulaiman, S. (2021). Impact of COVID-19 on Malaysian agriculture and 

food security. Journal of Public Health in Africa, 12(1), 1430. 

Khan, N. (2021). Drastic impacts of COVID-19 on food, agriculture and economy. Pure and Applied 

Biology, 10(1), 7–10. https://doi.org/10.19045/bspab.2021.100008 

Lee, L. H., & Lee, K. H. (2020). The impact of COVID-19 on the food supply chain in Malaysia. 

International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences, 10(8), 362-375. 

Menhat, M., Munirah, I., Zaideen, M., & Yusuf, Y. (2020). Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a 

COVID-19 resource centre with free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus 

COVID- 19 . The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect , the company ’ s public 

news and information , (January). 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca9473en/CA9473EN.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8497en


Journal of Global Business and Social Entrepreneurship (GBSE)  
 Vol. 9: No. 27 (Jun 2023) page 20-32 | www.gbse.my | eISSN : 24621714 

 

32 
 

Mishra, A., Bruno, E., Zilberman, D., 2021. Compound natural and human disasters: managing drought 

and COVID-19 to sustain global agriculture and food sectors. Sci. Total Environ. 754, 142210 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.142210.  

Mohd Ali, N. I., Aiyub, K., Kuok-Choy, L., Kasavan, S., Siron, R., & Sharif Ali, S. S. (2022). Kesan 

pandemik COVID-19 terhadap jaminan bekalan makanan di Malaysia. Malaysian Journal of Society 

and Space, 18(2). https://doi.org/10.17576/geo-2022-1802-12 

Mulligan, M. (2021). Food and agriculture. An Introduction to Sustainability. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/978131588852-27 

Paramita Sahoo, P., & Rath, S. (2020). Potential Impact of Corona Virus on Agriculture Sector. Research 

Today, 2(4), 64–65. Retrieved from www.bioticainternational.com 

Portal Rasmi Laman Web LPP. (n.d.). Retrieved September 10, 2022, from https://www.lpp.gov.my/ 

 

Quayson, M., Bai, C., & Osei, V. (2020). Digital Inclusion for Resilient Post-COVID-19 Supply Chains: 

Smallholder Farmer Perspectives. IEEE Engineering Management Review, 48(3), 104–110. 

https://doi.org/10.1109/EMR.2020.3006259 

Rahman, A. A., Jasmin, A. F., & Schmillen, A. (2020). The Vulnerability of Jobs to COVID-19: The Case 

of Malaysia. Economics Working Paper, (9), 1–19. 

Reddy, V.R., Singh S. K., and Anbumozhi S (2016). Food Supply Chain disruption due to national disasters: 

Entities, risks, and strategies for resilience. (ERIA dis- cussion paper series). Research Institute of 

Economy, Trade and Industry. 

Shaharudin, A, A. (2020). Protecting the Agriculture Sector During the Covid-19 Crisis. Kuala Lumpur: 

Khazanah Research Institute. License: Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 3.0., (April), 1–14. 

Retrieved from www.KRInstitute.org. 

Štreimikienė, D., Baležentis, T., Volkov, A., Ribašauskienė, E., Morkūnas, M., & Žičkienė, A. (2021). 

Negative effects of covid-19 pandemic on agriculture: systematic literature review in the frameworks 

of vulnerability, resilience and risks involved. Economic Research-Ekonomska Istrazivanja , 35(1), 

529–545. https://doi.org/10.1080/1331677X.2021.1919542 

Suryantini, A., Anjani, H. D., Fadhliani, Z., & Taryono. (2021). Perceived benefits and constraints in urban 

farming practice during COVID-19. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 

686(1). https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/686/1/012014 

The Star. (2020). Farmers, livestock breeders to benefit from agrofood stimulus package, says PM. 

Retrieved from https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/17/farmers-livestock-breeders-to-

benefit-from-agrofood-stimulus-package-says-pm 

Thinagar, S., Nurul, S., Roslan, M., Ismail, M. K., & Chamhuri, N. (2021). During the Implementation of 

Movement Control Order (Mco). Journal of the Malaysian Institute of Planners VOLUME, 19(1), 65–

76. 

 

Vaghefi, N. (2020). The Heavy Impact of Covid-19 on the Agriculture Sector and the Food Supply Chain. 

Penang Institute, (19 April), 1–12. 

Waiho, K., Fazhan, H., Ishak, S. D., Kasan, N. A., Liew, H. J., Norainy, M. H., & Ikhwanuddin, M. (2020). 

Potential impacts of COVID-19 on the aquaculture sector of Malaysia and its coping strategies. 

Aquaculture Reports, 18, 100450. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aqrep.2020.100450 

World Health Organization (WHO). (2020). WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media 

briefing on COVID-19. Retrieved from https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-

director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---11-march-2020 

Yahya, F., Yeoh, E., Koay, L. S., Zaidi, A., & Tan, P. Y. (2021). Addressing health disparities during the 

COVID-19 pandemic: The Malaysian experience. International Journal for Equity in Health, 20, 44. 

  

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.142210

