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Abstract: This research entitled “Imam Al-Nawawi’s Scientific Theory from Learning to Ijtihad
and Preponderance in the Shafi’s School” is a partial summary of the introduction of Imam Al-
Nawawi, may Allah Almighty have mercy upon him, from his book “Al-Majmu'a sharh al-
Muhadhdhab". This research tries to solve the problem of the hiding of what Imam al-Nawawi wrote
in this introduction to many people who are preoccupied with the madhhab, despite its importance
because “4/-Majmu'a” is one of the simple books in the madhhab and that its author did not
complete it. Furthermore, the research aims to highlight the theory of Imam al-Nawawi in the
different stages of learning, from learning to ijtihad and preponderance, and will answer a number
of questions, including: What is the method of learning that Imam al-Nawawi, may Allah have mercy
upon him, recommend? What is the theory of Imam al-Nawawi, may Allah Almighty have mercy
upon him, regarding the madhhab liberation and the rules which he will conduct. Also, what is the
meaning of al-Shafi’s saying: (If you find in my book contrary to the Sunnah of the Messenger of
Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, then say according to the Sunnah of the Messenger
of Allah, may God bless him and grant him peace, and leave my words). Moreover, the researcher
will take the path of abbreviation, arrangement and refinement of what Imam Al-Nawawi mentioned
in the introduction to his collection, and the material of this research is the introduction to the book
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“Al-Majmu'a” by Imam Al-Nawawi, may Allah Almighty have mercy upon him. So, as a summary,
this research will conclude with the most important results: The best way to seek knowledge
according to the predecessors is to memorize the Holy Qur’an, memorize a text, study it with
a skilled sheikh, then move on to the perfect reading in the extended texts until the qualifications are
complete and begin to classify, but if the transmission will be adopted from the madhhab, it must
investigate the knowledge of numerous differences in the preponderance. Finally, this study
recommends paying more attention to the books of Imam Al-Nawawi, may Allah have mercy upon
him, because of the benefits and rules which achieve the goal in the closest way.
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